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SOLAR PRIZE

ROUND4 September 1, 2020

Disclaimer: All details necessary to participate in the American Made Solar Prize program are provided in the Official Rules document online. The

information provided in this presentation is not intended to amend, modify or substitute details provided in the Official Rules. Information

presented should be used in conjunction with the Official Rules. In addition, any reference in presentation to any specific commercial product,

process, or service, or the use of any trade, firm or corporation name is for the information and convenience of the public, and does not

constitute endorsement, recommendation, or preference by the U.S. Department of Energy. Visit americanmadechallenges.org

https://americanmadechallenges.org/solarprize
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Housekeeping

• The slides will be posted on HeroX

• Audio issues?
• Try switching from computer to phone audio

• If problems persist, contact GoToWebinar technical 
support at (877) 582-7011.

• Have a question?
• Please submit it using the ”Questions” panel in the 

GoToWebinar interface at any time.

• We will answer as many questions as possible at the 
end of the webinar.
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Countdown to Ready! Topics

• Overview

• Important dates and events

• Submitting to Ready! – How to make your submission shine

• Judging criteria and ranking requirement

• Utilizing the Network

• Questions
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Overview

Solar Prize Round 4



P U R P O S E

Energize  American
ingenuity

in solar innovation  
and manufacturing

Empower innovators
with knowledge, resources,  

and access to rapidly  
transform ideas into  

prototypes

Network-powered  
pathway to disruptive  

innovation

so ideas can become  
real products in  

months, not years
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What’s the Solar Prize?

$3 million prize 
competition

Ready!, Set!, and Go! Contests

National Network  of 
support organizations

American-Made Network
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Grants vs. Prizes
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payment 

Achieve predefined goal

Write and  submit 

concept papers

Concept paper review

Applicants write and 

submit full applications

Full applications review

Selections and 
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Begin performing
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Prepare and submit 

reimbursement request

Request reviewed and 

reimbursement issued
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Prize Contests: 3 x $1 million x 90 days

Ready!

Set!

Go!

Make a plan to 

innovate  

Create a proof-

of-concept 

Build a prototype 

find pilot partner  

Up to 20 Winners

$50k  

Up to 10 Winners

$100k

$75k voucher  

2 Winners

$500k 

$75k voucher  

1. Only winners of Ready! can compete in Set! and Go!    

2. To compete in Ready! (a) Consider Ideation problems (b) Post a 90-sec video of your innovation. (c) Answer four questions + info

3. Read Official Rules for all details and apply before Dec. 10, 2019 at 2 p.m. EST 
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WHO?
C A N C O M P E T E

Scientists Students &  
Faculty

Entrepreneurs Anyone with a  
BIG! idea

Any U.S.-based individual or team 

with a desire to transform ideas 

into impactful new solutions
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Private entities, academic institutions, and individuals

• Private Entities - Be incorporated in and maintain a primary place 
of business in the US

• Academic Institutions – Based in the US

• Individual – US citizen or permanent resident

• Group of Individuals – Online account holder of team captain must 
be a US citizen or permanent resident

Eligibility Requirements
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Important Dates

Now!

Sign up to be part of the Challenge to 

learn about Connectors and see what 

types of services they offer

October 8, 2020 3:00 PM ET

Last day to complete a submission for the 

Ready! Contest



12AMERICAN-MADE SOLAR PRIZE | U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

What You Need to Know 
About the Ready! Contest

Solar Prize Round 3
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Ready! Goal

Transform an important problem from a 

conceptual solution to a plan for building a 

proof-of-concept.
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Read the Rules

https://americanmadechallenges.org/solarprize/docs/r
ules/r4/American-Made_Solar_Prize_Rules.pdf

Official Rules of the

American-Made Solar Prize 

are available online  
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How to Get Ready! 

Problem-Solution Fit 

• Develop a credible solution concept to a 
real-world problem. 

• Perform due diligence to validate that the 
proposed solution technical potentials and 
market feasibility  

Team Capabilities 

• Form and build an exceptional and 
committed team 

Network Engagement  

• Cultivate relationships with innovation 
networks to help maximize the likelihood of 
success    

ARE YOU 

THE NEXT TOP 

INNOVATOR? 
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What to Submit by Oct. 8

1. 90-second video (public)

2. Cover page content 

3. Narrative answers to four questions about the 

Problem, Solution, Team, and Plan (2,500 words)

4. Technical assistance request (2 pages, public)

5. Summary PowerPoint slide (public)

6. Letters of commitment or support (optional)
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Innovation in 90 
Seconds   

Suggested content
• The real-world problem you are solving 

• Your solution and why it’s 

transformational

• Who you are and why you have a 

competitive edge

Tips
• Be creative and focus on content

• Ask others for help

• Get feedback before you post online 

*[1 = Strongly Disagree, 2 = Disagree, 3 = Slight Disagree, 4 = Slightly Agree, 5 = Agree, 6 = Strongly Agree]

Judges will consider these criteria* 
• The video explains a compelling real-world 

problem 

• The video describes a unique innovation that is 

feasible in few years 

• The video shows a knowledgeable and skillful 

team
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Four Questions

1. PROBLEM  

What is the problem and why is 

solving it important? 

2. SOLUTION 

What is your solution and why 

will it be successful? 

3. TEAM

What have you done to date 

and what qualities give you a 

competitive edge? 

4. PLAN

What is your plan to achieve 

your goals?
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Narrative Content + Judging 

Question 1: What is the problem and why is solving it important?

Suggested content you provide

• Describe the problem, quantify its significance with 

metrics, and explain why now is the right time to solve it.

• Explain why existing solutions are inadequate. 

• Show how you know this is a significant problem using 

evidence-based validation (e.g., interviews with users, 

case studies, literature).

Judges score each statement on a 1-6 scale* 

• The competitor quantifies a critical problem using important 

metrics and a compelling analysis of why now is the right 

time to address it. 

• The competitor’s assessment of current solutions and their 

limitations show a comprehensive understanding of the 

problem-solution space.

• The competitor uses real-world evidence to validate key 

assumptions about the industry need. 

*[1 = Strongly Disagree, 2 = Disagree, 3 = Slight Disagree, 4 = Slightly Agree, 5 = Agree, 6 = Strongly Agree]
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Technical Assistance Request

Submit a technical assistance request as part of your Ready! Contest package 

to help identify the best use of voucher funds at national labs or qualified 

facilities, if you win the Set! Contest.  

Voucher provides

• Access to hardware and software development tools 

• Access to national laboratories, universities, and private labs

• Expert networks and platforms for coders, designers, and others 

• Specialized facilities with additive, digital, small batch, and other 

manufacturing support 

• Other testing and validation capabilities

Voucher funds use 

Use 2/3rds of voucher value at one national lab

Use 1/3rd of voucher value at a national laboratory or a qualified private facility 

(e.g., fabrication, prototyping, manufacturing) 
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Submission Form 
on HeroX & 
Template in 

Resources Tab
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After Ready!—Competing 
in Set! and Go!
1. Win the Ready! Contest

2. Submit package & pitch at a 
Demo Day 

3. Receive cash prizes and vouchers 
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Get Support for Your 
Ready! Application

Solar Prize Round 3
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100+ Network

partners  plus

17 national laboratories

American-MadeNETWORK

Connectors

Power Connectors
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Connectors are Rewarded
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Opportunities for Connectors
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Power Connector Assistance
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GET
STARTED
Visit our website to learn

more and apply!

americanmadechallenges.org/solarprize/round3.html
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QUESTIONS?
Email: solar.prize@nrel.gov

www.americanmadechallenges.org/solarprize


