Opioid Data Challenge Glossary

	Term
	Description

	Accessibility (of data)
	Accessibility of data refers to the degree to which it can be accessed, retrieved or used while taking into account legal and regulatory constraints (e.g. with respect to access, open data is more accessible than data accessed through a Statistics Canada Research Data Centre, or certain data formats are more accessible than others due to their sophistication or software requirements).

	Comprehensiveness 
(of data)
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Comprehensiveness of data refers to the level of completeness in data collection to the overall population being assessed.

	Community supports
	For the purposes of this Challenge, community supports refer to the involvement of individuals at locations such as:
· Supervised injection and consumptions sites
· Overdose prevention sites
· Harm reduction organizations and agencies
· Private residences 
· Other (i.e. Telehealth Ontario, Poison control centers, etc.)

Community supports also refer to the involvement of family, friends and bystanders during an overdose such as during: 
· Administered Naloxone (at home or in public)
· Providing support (e.g. held hand, stayed with person, etc.)
· Provided First-aid
· Maintained an open airway
· Performed rescue breaths
· Pulse or circulation check
· Performed chest compressions (CPR)


	Data sharing agreement
	Data sharing agreements identify the parameters which govern the collection, transmission, storage, security, analysis, re-use, archiving, and destruction of data. 


	Defining Factor
	A defining factor provides further information about the context of a suspected opioid overdose.  For the purpose of this Challenge, 7 defining factors have been identified.

	Mandatory Defining Factor
	Mandatory defining factors are a subset of defining factors which include “Location” and “Date”. 

	Additional Defining Factor
	Additional defining factors are a subset of defining factors which include: “Individual information”, “Service provided”, “Individual’s history”, “Substance(s) involved”, and “Source of substance”.

	Ethnocultural diversity
	Ethnocultural diversity represents information such as ethnic origin and visible minority status.

	Emergency or medical services
	For the purposes of this Challenge, emergency or medical services refer to the involvement of:
· Police, fire, or paramedic response
· Emergency department, hospital services
· Clinics/Physician offices (e.g. primary care)

	Fatality not recorded as death by overdose
	The consumer of opioids has died, but their death was not categorized as an overdose. 

	Fentanyl
	Fentanyl is a powerful prescription painkiller about 100 times more toxic than morphine. 

	First responder
	A first responder is a person who is responsible for going to the scene of an accident or emergency to provide assistance. Examples include; police, fire departments or emergency medical technicians. 

	Geographic region
	A geographic region refers to a physical location for a community, town, or city with a defined and measurable area.

	Geolocation
	Geolocation is the process or technique of identifying the geographical location of a person or device by means of digital information processed.

	Harm reduction
	Harm reduction is an evidence-based, client-centered approach that seeks to reduce the health and social harms associated with addiction and substance use, without necessarily requiring people who use substances from abstaining or stopping.  

	Illegal opioid use
	Illegal opioid use is the consumption of opioids which have been obtained through illegal means and includes street drugs (as well as diverted prescription opioids (i.e. not obtained through a prescription from a trained healthcare practitioner, for said individual’s use) 

	Naloxone
	Naloxone (sold under the brand name Narcan®) is a drug that can temporarily reverse the effects of an opioid overdose. Naloxone wears off within 30 to 90 minutes, so it is important to seek further medical attention after administration.

	Non-standardized formats
	Non-standardized formats refer to presented data that do not have a predetermined (required) set of configurations. Non-standardized data would not necessarily have common categories or data parameters compared to all other reports or submissions.

	Opioid
	Opioids are drugs with pain relieving properties that are used primarily to treat pain.
Opioids can also induce euphoria (feeling high), which gives them the potential to be used improperly.
Opioids can be prescribed medications such as:
· codeine
· fentanyl
· morphine
· oxycodone
· hydromorphone
· medical heroin
· other
Opioids can also be produced or obtained illegally.

	Overdose
	An opioid overdose occurs when a person takes more opioids than their body can handle, leading to slowed breathing. This can lead to unconsciousness and even death (i.e. fatal overdose).
The signs and symptoms of an overdose, include:
· difficulty walking
· difficulty talking
· difficulty staying awake 
· blue lips or nails 
· very small pupils 
· cold and clammy skin 
· dizziness and confusion 
· extreme drowsiness 
· choking, gurgling or snoring sounds 
· slow, weak or no breathing
· inability to wake up, even when shaken or shouted at

	Overdose prevention site
	Overdose prevention sites, also referred to as Urgent Public Health Need Sites, are temporary locations which have traditionally been set up by volunteers. They are a space for people who use drugs to consume them and receive overdose response measures if necessary.

	Parameter
	A parameter is an example of how a defining factor can be described. E.g. “age” is a parameter for the defining factor “Individual information”.

	Prescription opioid use
	Prescription opioid use is the use of opioids as prescribed by, or used under the supervision of a trained healthcare practitioner. 

	Problematic substance use (PSU)
	Problematic substance use (PSU), also known as substance abuse, is the harmful or hazardous use of prescription and illegal drugs for non-medical reasons. Although the use of these drugs can pose a number of physical harms, these drugs mainly affect the functioning of the nervous system and the way a person thinks, feels or acts. Abusing drugs can also lead to physical dependence and addiction.

	Rescue breaths
	Rescue breathing is a skill performed for a victim who is not breathing at all, or whose breaths are too slow or irregular to be effective. In rescue breathing, breaths are delivered to the victim by pinching the nose shut and breathing into the victim's mouth.

	Supervised consumption site
	A supervised consumption site is a permanent facility meant as an entry point to treatment and social services for people who are ready to stop or reduce their use of substances. 
Supervised consumption sites provide services such as:
· A safe, clean place to consume illegal substances
· Drug checking to detect adulterants using methods such as fentanyl test strips
· Basic health services, such as wound care



