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Description automatically generated]Storage Design STEP Prize Submission | Phase 1

INSTRUCTIONAL NOTE: If electing to use this template, the information provided within the square brackets ([ ]) provides guidance on the information that should be populated within the template. Replace text within the square brackets and the square brackets with the identified information, as appropriate.   
CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION: If a competitor’s submission includes confidential information, the competitors must submit two versions of the Technical Narrative, consistent with the guidance in Appendix A.4 of the official rules document.
Before submitting, delete this text box instructional note and any remaining instructional text within the template.

[Competitor name] 
[Project Title]
[Competitor’s or team’s city, state, and nine-digit ZIP/area code)]

[Main point of contact (name, email, phone number, affiliations, and links to professional online profiles)]

[Short project description (3 sentences maximum)]

Video: [Full URL to 90-second video]

Project member(s): [(Names, contacts, affiliations, and any links to their professional online profiles)]
Other partners: [If any, such as advisors (names, contacts, affiliations, any links to their professional online profiles)]


Word Count of Competitor Background: [500 words maximum including headers but not including the cover page, exhibits or their captions, and references]
Word Count of Technical Concept Paper: [3,000 words maximum including headers but not including the cover page, exhibits or their captions, and references]
Number of Exhibits: [Up to 5 exhibits (e.g., images, tables, or figures/graphs) may be used across both the Competitor Background and Technical Narrative sections]

 Competitor Background 
[500 words maximum including section headers but not including exhibits or their captions. Including the contents of the Technical Narrative section, you may include up to five supporting exhibits (e.g., images, tables, or figures/graphs). 
Suggested content:
· Describe the competitor’s (individual or team) relevant background.  
· Highlight relevant past experiences with projects similar to this prize.
· Provide information about the competitor’s organization(s).  
· Identify resources available to support the proposed technology solution.] 


Technical Narrative
[3,000 words maximum including headers, not including exhibits or their captions, or references.  Competitors must indicate in the narrative (not included in the word count) the extent to which, if any, generative AI technology was used and how it was used to develop their submission (including all submission elements described in the official rules document).
All submissions should address the substantive measures outlined and described in Section 3.3.3 of the official rules document for this prize:
1. Innovation and Clarity of Design Concept
2. Identification and Analysis of Production Challenges
3. Strategic Soundness of Design Solutions
4. Potential for Impact on Manufacturability & Cost Reduction
5. Potential for Impact on Supply Chain Resilience & Sustainability
6. Market Readiness and Commercialization Strategy
 
A suggested organizational structure is provided below, consistent with the reviewer criteria and scoring rubric in Section 3.4.2 of the official rules document for this prize.]
Solution Description
[What is your energy storage technology? In what ways is your technology novel from conventional options?  What supporting evidence, such as data, prototypes, or prior testing, can you share to demonstrate the technical feasibility of your solution?]

Solution Analysis 
[What are the specific manufacturing and/or supply chain challenges inherent to your energy storage technology's design concept? What strategic design solutions do you propose to mitigate these challenges, demonstrating an understanding of Design for Manufacturability (DFM) and supply chain resilience principles?]

Likelihood of Success/Impact 
[What is the potential impact of your design solutions on improving manufacturing ease, reducing total production expenses, and enhancing supply chain security, material sourcing, and sustainability for your energy storage technology?]

Commercialization 
[How would you further develop or commercialize your solution?]
 
Use of Generative Artificial Intelligence (AI) Technology 
[Where and how have you used AI technology to develop your submission?]



References
[not included in 3,000-word limit; citation format is not specified; please use in-text citations]
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