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Beyond the Meter: Energy Storage Integration Prize: Phase 1 – Introduction
Cover Page & Narrative Template

To assist teams, DOE is providing an elective template to illustrate the types of information needed to evaluate whether teams meet the scoring criteria. Teams are not required to use this template and may submit using any form or format of their choosing. All submissions should address the substantive measures outlined in the template outlines and described in the official rules document.
Cover Page
Team Name
{Enter your team’s name here}
Submission Title
{Enter the title of your entry/submission here}
Track
{Select the track for your submission}
Short Description
{Provide a short description (3-5 sentences) about your innovation}
Key Project Members
	Team Captain
	{Team Captain Name}
{Team Captain Email}
{Team Captain Professional Online Profile}

	Team Member #1
	{Team Member #1 Name}
{Team Member #1 Email}
{Team Member #1 Professional Online Profile}

	Team Member #2
	{Team Member #2 Name}
{Team Member #2 Email}
{Team Member #2 Professional Online Profile}

	Team Member #3
	{Team Member #3 Name}
{Team Member #3 Email}
{Team Member #3 Professional Online Profile}

	Team Member #4
	{Team Member #4 Name}
{Team Member #4 Email}
{Team Member #4 Professional Online Profile}



Other Project Partners (if applicable)
	Additional Project Partner #1
	{Additional Project Partner #1 Name}
{Additional Project Partner #1 Organization}
{Additional Project Partner #1 Email}

	Additional Project Partner #2
	{Additional Project Partner #2 Name}
{Additional Project Partner #2 Organization}
{Additional Project Partner #2 Email}



Team Location
{Teams must provide their city, state and a nine-digit zip code for their team, such as the team/company headquarters. If a team is composed of individuals across the U.S., teams should provide the team captain’s city, state, and nine-digit zip code.}



Narrative
You should answer each of the five questions below. The individual answers to the five questions do not have a word limit; however, the aggregate response to these five questions must not exceed 2,500 words, not including captions, figures/graphs, or references. A word count must be included at the end of your submission. You may also include up to ten supporting images, figures, or graphs. 

Answer each of the following questions:
1. What problem does your solution solve? 
2. What is your solution, and why is it transformational?
3. What have you done to date, and what qualities give you a competitive edge?
4. What is your plan to achieve your goals?
5. How would you highlight your team, future plans, and your solution at the OE 2026 Peer Review event during a poster session if you were selected as a winner? 

For convenience, these questions are provided below along with suggested content and corresponding judging statements to help guide your responses. You decide where to focus your answers. Competitors should not include any of the following in their submissions: (1) critical infrastructure information (CII), (2) specifically identify cybersecurity vulnerabilities, and (3) actual datasets, regardless of if provided internally or from your energy sector partner.



	0Problem
Question 1: What problem does your solution solve?

	Suggested content competitor provides:
· What problems does your BTM grid-edge technology solution solve?
· Explain why existing solutions/products are inadequate. Be as technically specific as possible to your innovation area, providing examples where possible.
· Describe the most important technology to incorporate in a fully integrated, consumer-ready BTM solution to maximize value for consumers.

	A single score on a scale of 0–6 is provided for each of the following statements:
· The competitor quantifies a critical problem using important metrics, such as money saved or hours of engineering and& design time saved, and provides a compelling analysis of why now is the right time to address it. 
· The competitor’s assessment of current solutions and their limitations demonstrates a comprehensive understanding of the problem-solution space.
· The competitor has presented a mature understanding of the necessary technologies needed to create a fully integrated, consumer-ready BTM solution.



Response to Question 1: What problem does your solution solve?



	Solution and Capabilities
Question 2: What is your solution, and why is it transformational?

	Suggested content competitor provides:
· Provide photographic evidence that demonstrates your testing facility, software, or pilot project. 
· Describe how your product is or could be incorporated into a fully integrated, consumer-ready BTM solution. 
· Describe your product’s capabilities in as much detail as possible. 


	A single score on a scale of 0–6 is provided for each of the following statements:
· The competitor has provided proof (e.g., photographic evidence) of an existing product that is ready for highlighting at the OE 2026 Peer Review. 
· The solution represents an innovative approach built on reasonable assumptions, valid technical foundations, and lessons learned from other notable efforts in this space.
· The competitor is pursuing an innovative and compelling solution.



Response to Question 2: What is your solution, and why is it transformational?


	Accomplishments and Team
Question 3: What have you done to date, and what qualities give you a competitive edge?

	Suggested content competitor provides:
· Describe your team, the organizations and technology vendors that comprise your team, and the backgrounds, expertise, and experience of your team members.
· Describe the resources available to your team to further develop your solution into a fully integrated, consumer-ready BTM solution.
· Describe the current and future state of projects, pilot demonstrations, number of customers, and funding outlook.
· Highlight your team’s experience and its track record that makes it likely to succeed in the prize competition. What experience do you have trying new things, solving difficult problems, and overcoming barriers to bring ideas to reality?
	A single score on a scale of 0–6 is provided for each of the following statements:
· The team has the relevant skills and expertise to solve the proposed problem. 
· The team has access to relevant resources that can be leveraged for this prize.
· The competitor’s description of projects conveys a plausible path to a viable customer base and funding. 
· This team has the expertise, knowledge, experience, and determination to transform their proposed solution into a commercially available product. 




Response to Question 3: What have you done to date, and what qualities give you a competitive edge? 



	Plan
Question 4: What is your plan to achieve your goals?

	Suggested content competitor provides:
· Describe your roadmap toward collaboration with grid-edge technology and software vendors, as well as other groups, to form a coalition focused on creating interoperable solutions and advancing an integrated product. 
· Describe how you plan to address commercialization challenges in Phase 2, and what steps will you take to position your solution within the energy marketplace. 
· Provide a list of grid-edge technology vendors you have worked with who can provide a letter confirming the same (e.g., energy storage, smart thermostat, etc.).
· Describe how you plan to partner with other grid-edge technology vendors to maximize the impact of your solution.
· Describe how your team would potentially use the DOE national laboratory voucher, should you receive it. 
	A single score on a scale of 0–6 is provided for each of the following statements:
· The identified roadmap demonstrates a comprehensive understanding of the path toward incorporation and integration of grid-edge technologies.
· The team has demonstrated a sufficient understanding of their current status of development and has outlined an ambitious path forward. 
· The stated goals are ambitious, reduce risks, and show a commitment to an accelerated development cycle. 
· The team has demonstrated a comprehensive plan to work with current vendors and partner with new vendors to achieve a fully integrated, consumer-ready BTM solution.
· The team’s planned use of the DOE national laboratory voucher is likely to improve the team’s technology maturity. 



Response to Question 4: What is your plan to achieve your goals?


	OE Energy Storage Peer Review Poster Session
Question 5: How would you highlight your team, future plans, and your solution at the OE 2026 Peer Review event during a poster session if you were selected as a winner?

	Suggested content competitor provides:
Provide details on how your team would participate in a poster session to highlight your product, future solution, and coalition efforts, emphasizing your approach to achieving interoperability of BTM grid-edge technologies. 
Describe the partnerships your team would highlight during the OE 2026 Peer Review and provide information on how these partners contribute to your interoperable solution. Confirm whether your partners would be willing to attend and engage in the poster session alongside your team. 
Outline the visual and informational content that your team would include in the poster session, ensuring that it effectively communicates your solution's capabilities, innovation, integration approach, and collaboration efforts. 
	A single score on a scale of 0–6 is provided for each of the following statements:
The team has demonstrated their ability to effectively present their solution through a well-developed and professional poster session. 
The team has provided clear and compelling visual and informational materials that showcase their solution's capabilities and innovation. 
The team recognizes the importance of partnerships with industry and has a strong understanding of the collaborations necessary to create a fully integrated, consumer-ready BTM solution.



Response to Question 5: How would you highlight your team, future plans, and your solution at the OE 2026 Peer Review event during a poster session if you were selected as a winner?



Supplemental Information 

[bookmark: _Hlk171920615]Word Count of Narrative 
[2,500 words maximum not including captions, figures/graphs, or references]

[bookmark: _Hlk171920640]Number of Supporting Images, Figures, Tables or Graphs 
[Up to 10 supporting images, figures, tables or graphs allowed]

References
[Not included in 2,500 word limit; citation format is not specified; please use in-text citations]

Use of Generative Artificial Intelligence (AI)
[Not included in 2,500 word limit; identify which elements of the submission were prepared with the use of generative AI and describe how it was used (if no generative AI was used to prepare the submission, make that declaration here in lieu of identification/description)]
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