
We have three "Shopping for DIY Energy Efficiency Kit Materials" shorts
on our YouTube Channel, @ARKCCL. We are working with a professional
videographer to create a "How to Use the Materials in Our DIY Energy
Efficiency Kits" video which we will add to our website. It will be in both
English and Spanish. 
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These videos have a total of 11.6K views!

Our Public Facing Resources



On our website we have Energy Efficiency and Weatherization Resources
listed for both people in the Fort Smith area and the State of Arkansas. 



 We encourage environmental
justice, energy security, and green
energy conversations in low-income
neighborhoods. We connect with
grassroots leaders, listen, build
relationships, provide information
about local energy assistance and
energy efficiency programs to low
and middle income families, and
work with other nonprofits to
pursue local clean energy initiatives.
We’re also involved in statewide
collaborations.

ABOUT THE
ARKANSAS 

CLIMATE LEAGUE

We developed a Grassroots Outreach Best Practices Presentation that we
delivered at the 2024 Arkansas Environmental Education Association
Conference. This presentation is now linked on our website.



WE TAKE A
HOLISTIC 

APPROACH
HOLISTIC MEANS CONSIDERING A

COMMUNITY’S WHOLE WORKINGS AND
BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS.

IT IS THE OPPOSITE OF A 
BAND-AID APPROACH OR 

PARACHUTING IN WITH “SOLUTIONS.”

WE BEGIN BY SHOWING UP AND LISTENING
Attend gatherings at locations
that are valued and familiar to
neighborhood residents:
community centers,
community garden, etc.
Listen for details of community
life: routines, coping
mechanisms, strengths,
dreams, wisdom and
challenges.
Listen to see if, how or where 

we fit in.  

Be a friend first, not an “expert.”



GOALS OF OUR HOLISTIC
APPROACH

An in-depth, broad understanding of

community strengths and needs can lessen

mistakes

Minimum disruption; changes fit in

organically- not causing more problems than

solving

Balanced with all other needs; not forcing

other needs to be neglected

Boosts positive outcomes and permanence

BENEFITS OF A
HOLISTIC 

APPROACH

Emergence of organic collaborations
that improve individual and
neighborhood wellbeing (e.g. solar
panels on community centers,
regenerated community garden).
Long-term authentic connections
between individuals and entities (e.g.
the Climate League and the McGill
Center). Clearer understanding of
intersecting problems (e.g. food
insecurity, energy insecurity) and
solution pathways. Empowered
community voices. Strong
partnerships for sharing resources,
ideas, and meaningful action. 



OUR APPROACH 
IN ACTION

 COLLABORATING TO
ADDRESS ENERGY

INSECURITY AND FOOD
INSECURITY IN LOW INCOME

NEIGHBORHOODS ON
FORT SMITH’S NORTHSIDE

MEETING PEOPLE WHERE THEY FEEL
COMFORTABLE: CLIMATE LEAGUE
RESOURCE CENTER HOUSED IN THE
TRUSTED MCGILL CENTER 

HELPING WHERE EVOLVING 
OPPORTUNITIES PRESENT: COMMUNITY 
GARDEN

COLLABORATING - SOLAR UNDER THE 
SUN INTERACTIONS WITH STUDENTS
RAISING FUNDS AND ACTING TO MEET 
COMMON GOALS: ENERGY EFFICIENCY 
KITS.



ASSISTING NEIGHBORS WITH UTILITY
ASSISTANCE APPLICATIONS

OUR RESOURCE
CENTER IS HOUSED
WITHIN THE
MCGILL CENTER - A
TRUSTED
COMMUNITY
GATHERING PLACE

ANTIOCH COMMUNITY GARDEN: A
RE-EMERGING NEIGHBORHOOD HUB 

This up and coming neighborhood hub is another collaboration that we are working on with
multiple stakeholders within the community. At this project, our volunteers, work with
neighborhood residents, local schools, community groups, and city officials.



HANDS ON SOLAR EDUCATION
IN THE COMMUNITY GARDEN
Collaboration: Arkansas Climate League, Solar Under
the Sun, Future School.



OUR
CHALLENGES
We are a small nonprofit
making BIG things happen.
We need more volunteers.

Lack of trust 

Historical lack of trust
Language barriers
Cultural expectations
Participant availability
Potential neighborhood
gentrification
Pre-pandemic needs amplified
in a post-pandemic world
Poor rental rights in Arkansas

Share decision-making power. 
Have translators available to engage and inform.
Be in neighborhoods, hearing stories.
Keep it casual: food and freebies.
Seek longterm relationships with community
leaders, city officials and local residents.
Network at nonprofit and city events.
Publicize: social media, radio and handouts.
Seek grants prioritizing engagement.

Our Holistic Strategies and Solutions
Gather a representative outreach team. 





Our team strives to reach our Spanish-speaking
community by providing translators at events and
offering written materials in Spanish, ensuring
everyone has access to the information they need.
Through our partnership with the Crawford Sebastian
Community Development Council (CSCDC), we
successfully secured a Spanish-language version of
their weatherization program application in print,
ensuring that individuals who prefer paper
applications have access to this important resource.


