Harnessing Bioenergy to Power a
Sustainable Future in Blue Springs, Nebraska

Blue Springs Bioenergy

* Blue Springs is a small, predominantly agricultural community in Gage County,
Nebraska, with a population of around 1,200 residents. The town has historically
relied on fossil fuels to meet its energy needs, but now faces significant challenges.

» Limited access to reliable and affordable energy leads to high costs that undermine
local businesses and burden household budgets, especially for vulnerable
populations. Secondly, the aging energy infrastructure is prone to outages,
disrupting operations and resilience. Lastly, the heavy reliance on carbon-intensive
sources contributes to environmental impacts, constraining sustainable
development and affecting community health.

» These challenges disproportionately impact lower-income residents and small
businesses, exacerbating inequities. The bioenergy project aims to leverage the
region's abundant biomass resources to develop a sustainable, locally-sourced
energy supply that reduces reliance on fossil fuels, creates new economic
opportunities, and promotes a healthier, more equitable future for Blue Springs.

* Goals:
* Achieve a biogas production capacity equivalent to 100 GWh by 2025
* Increase the share of biogas in the regional/national energy mix

* Promote economic growth and employment opportunities in the bioenergy
sector

» Partners: Hoover Solutions, Santee Sioux Nation, Southeast Community College,
Southeast Nebraska Economic Development District (SNEDD), Blue Springs Area
Chamber of Commerce
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