Modular Anaerobic Digester Solution for the Small Island Community of St. John, VI
Team Name: emPower We
Contact Information:
	Team Leader: Justin Carven
Phone: (413) 552-8580
Email: justincarven@gmail.com

	Team member: Ariel Stolz
Phone: (340) 693-1685
Email: ariel.stolz@uvi.edu
Website: www.cgtc-usvi.org
Location: St. Thomas, USVI 00802-6026



Location of primary benefits:
Cruz Bay St. John, US Virgin Islands 00830-6120
Description of Proposed Plan:
emPower We proposes to develop a plan bringing together investors, community stakeholders, businesses, and non-profit organizations to install and operate a modular anaerobic digester (AD) unit in Cruz Bay on St John USVI, which will be used to process organic waste, sourced from businesses and residents in the community. To successfully develop the project, emPower We will leverage both existing and new partnerships in the Virgin Islands to: 
1) develop a drop-off and collection plan for organic waste from local businesses and residents; 
2) identify various partners for project deployment including investors, technology developers, and operation and maintenance teams; and 
3) identify potential markets for biogas fuel and soil amendments within the community. 
The prize funds will be utilized for project development and research, attending training opportunities and conferences for networking and partnerships, travel, materials and supplies to facilitate community engagement, and additional advising and consulting services. 
Link to the 3-minute, online video pitch: https://youtu.be/s0VKk1jGYVY
Project members:
Justin Carven, renewable energy and plastic recycling equipment entrepreneur and sustainable business specialist.
Ariel Stolz, Virgin Islands native, energy systems mechanical engineer, and community engagement specialist.
Other partners:  Island Green Living Association (IGL) is a local non-profit organization that has been a trailblazer in initiating meaningful change on St. John and throughout the U.S. Virgin Islands (USVI) since its inception in 2004. The organization is dedicated to expanding sustainability and resiliency while inspiring people to “Rethink, Reduce, Reuse, Recycle” through its plastic and aluminum can recycling program and collection service on St. John. In 2021, IGL ran a successful composting pilot program to demonstrate the efficacy this solution on the municipal scale for the USVI.
