
Alabama	Energy	Transformation	Initiative	(AETI)	
The	University	of	Alabama	–	Energy	Alabama	

Tuscaloosa	&	Huntsville,	AL	

We	will	 educate	 and	 train	Alabama	 students	 about	 clean	 energy	practices	 and	 career	
opportunities.	 For	 our	 initiative,	 we	 will	 rely	 on	 a	 cross-sector	 collaboration	 including	
Energy	Alabama	(nonprofit	organization),	researchers	(University	of	Alabama	faculty	across	
various	disciplines),	Alabama	Industrial	Assessment	Center	(AIAC),	and	other	educational	
institutions	in	AL.	First,	by	leveraging	Alabama	Industrial	Assessment	Center’s	programs	on	
student	training	and	industrial	energy	assessments,	we	will	provide	college	students	with	
industrial	energy	assessment	training	via	a	peer	mentoring	system	and	an	opportunity	to	
participate	 in	 energy	 assessment	 projects	 for	 industry	 clients,	 including	 small,	 rural	
businesses.	Second,	we	will	provide	education	outreach	for	energy	technology/management	
and	workforce	training	for	both	high	school	and	college	students.	Finally,	we	will	organize	
an	 Energy	 Entrepreneurship	 seminar	 series	 and	 field	 trips	 to	 businesses	 to	 showcase	
sustainable	 energy	 entrepreneurship	 vision	 and	 practice	 to	 our	 student	 participants.	 In	
recruiting	 student	 participants,	 we	 will	 deliberately	 focus	 on	 low-income,	 racial/ethnic	
minority	students	from	Alabama	Louis	Stokes	Alliance	for	Minority	Participation	(LSAMP)	
partner	 institutions	 as	 well	 as	 schools	 from	 Tuscaloosa	 and	 majority-minority	 Alabama	
counties,	such	as	Eutaw	and	Aliceville.	Our	initiative	will	build	a	regional	network	to	provide	
energy	 and	 entrepreneurship	 training	 for	 students	 underrepresented	 in	 STEM	 and,	
therefore,	support	their	career	opportunities	in	clean	energy	fields.	

	
Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E44BfFgtInM		

• Hyun	Jin	Kim,	Assistant	Professor,	Mechanical	Engineering	(ME),	The	University	of	
Alabama	(UA),	hjkim@ua.edu,	https://eng.ua.edu/eng-directory/dr-hyun-jin-kim/	

• Hyunjung	Ji,	Assistant	Professor,	Political	Science,	UA,		
hji4@ua.edu,	https://psc.ua.edu/people/hyunjung-ji/	

• Amy	Salazar,	Executive	Director,	Capstone	Center	for	Student	Success,	UA,	
Amelia.Salazar@ua.edu,	https://www.linkedin.com/in/absalazar/	

• Joseph	Carpenter,	Assistant	Professor,	ME	&	Director,	Alabama	Industrial	Assessment	
Center	(AIAC),	UA,	jcarpenter@eng.ua.edu,	https://eng.ua.edu/eng-directory/dr-joseph-
p-carpenter/	

• Shahriar	Amini,	Associate	Professor,	ME	&	Assistant	Director,	AIAC,	UA,	
sean.amini@ua.edu,	https://eng.ua.edu/eng-directory/dr-shahriar-sean-amini/	

• Forooza	Samadi,	Assistant	Professor,	ME	&	Assistant	Director,	AIAC,	UA,	
fsamadi@ua.edu,	https://eng.ua.edu/eng-directory/dr-forooza-samadi/	

• Keith	Woodbury,	Professor	Emeritus,	ME	&	Assistant	Director,	AIAC,	UA,	
keith.woodbury@ua.edu,	https://eng.ua.edu/eng-directory/dr-keith-woodbury/	

• Daniel	Tait,	Executive	Director,	Energy	Alabama,	
dtait@energyalabama.org,	https://www.linkedin.com/in/danieltait/	

• Edwan	O’Neal,	Program	Director,	Technology	Management	Training	Group,	Inc.	&	Board	
Member,	Energy	Alabama,	
edwanoneal@gmail.com,	https://www.linkedin.com/in/dr-edwan-o-neal-9309189b/	

 


